
Wanborough Parish Council 

Wasdell Properties – proposed “Science Park” at Inlands Farm 

Wanborough Parish Council unanimously agreed at their meeting on 3rd September to strongly object to the 

proposed development at Inlands Farm. 

Background information 

Wasdell Properties (Wasdell Group) are proposing to build three industrial units over three phases:  

 Phase 1 is a 350,000 sq ft unit, which is where they plan to move their pharmaceutical packaging site from 

the current site at Blagrove (near Junction 16 of M4).   

 Phase 2 & 3 are two further industrial units 250,000 sq ft and 100,000 sq ft, but there have been no precise 

details as to what these two units will be used for.   

Wasdell state that they have been speaking with SBC for over two years to find a suitable site to meet their needs. 

They have supposedly considered all options (but we have yet to see this evidence) and are using an argument that if 

a site cannot be found in Swindon then they will move from the area, resulting in a loss of 600 jobs.  This appears to 

be scaremongering tactics and, although Parish Council wouldn’t want to see a loss of jobs, they still strongly feel 

that the site proposed in Wanborough is not suitable and a more suitable site could be found in Swindon. SBC need 

to work with Wasdell Group to find a site.  Wasdell have confirmed that they have submitted the Inlands Farm site as 

part of SBC’s SHELAA (Strategic Housing, Economic Land Availability Assessment) consultation.  Parish Council are 

not due to find out which sites SBC are proposing to put forward as part of this (SHELAA) consultation until the end 

of September.  

 

Objections 

Parish Council strongly object to these proposals.  A summary of these objections is as follows:- 

1. The detrimental impact on the North Wessex Downs AONB. Pack Hill is on the boundary to the AONB and a 

development of this scale on land next to the AONB will cause far-reaching damage to the views to and from 

the AONB. 

2. The detrimental impact on Upper Wanborough’s Conservation Area. The Upper Wanborough Conservation 

Area is surrounded by open green space and a development of this scale will have an adverse impact on this 

area.  

3. The proposed site is very prone to flooding. Parish Council have photographic evidence which shows that the 

part of the site nearest to The Marsh regularly floods. 

4. There is insufficient infrastructure to cope with industrial units at this proposed site.  The road from 

Commonhead roundabout to the site is a very narrow, single-lane country road. With the archaeological 

sites on either side of the road, it will be extremely difficult to widen the road to the width necessary to cope 

with the number of lorries, etc accessing the site. 

5. The proposed development will increase “rat running” through the village, both along The Marsh and Pack 

Hill. 

6. The proposed site has not been allocated within SBC’s Local Plan 2026. SBC have already allocated sites 

within the NEV (New Eastern Villages) for industrial purposes and there is no need to allocate further sites. 

7. The proposed site is within the Area of Non Coalescence, an area protected from development in SBC’s Local 

Plan 2026 and should not be developed. 

8. The description of the proposed development as a “Science Park” is disingenuous, as the initial phases of the 

proposal are for warehousing-type buildings, not those for use in research and development. 

Planning Application 

Wasdell have just submitted the following planning application:- 

S/EIA/18/1472 - Inlands Farm - Request for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Opinion for 

proposed development. 

The document can be viewed on SBC’s website, Parish Council will also put the document on 

www.wanborough.info.  The deadline for comments on this application is 25th September 2018.  Parish Council will 

be submitting comments to SBC and will update residents once they have had a chance to look at this application 

http://www.wanborough.info/


in detail.  There is also a website from the developers (www.swindonsciencepark.co.uk), which is due to come live 

on 6th September 2018 and which may provide further information. 

What can residents do 

It is extremely important that residents do not ignore this proposal, as it will have a major impact on the village if 

Wasdell Properties succeed in the application.  It is important that SBC know that residents oppose this 

development.  It is SBC who will make the final decision on this proposed development, therefore Parish Council 

needs residents to support them to get this message across.   

1. Residents can attend the “drop in” consultation at Holiday Inn on Wednesday 5th September 2018 from 3pm 

(invitation and details on www.wanborough.info); ask questions, demand answers and make your objections 

known. 

2. E-mail your objections to feedback@swindonsciencepark.co.uk, copy in Parish Council and the Borough 

Councillor so that we know the strength of feeling from residents and have evidence of the level of 

responses. 

Residents will need to send their comments to SBC every time a planning application comes forward for this 

proposed development.  There may be several applications and at times you may question whether it is worth 

responding again, but we will need you to keep motivated and to keep objecting.   
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